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Second-order Cybernetics and its applications
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Abstract: This paper briefly reviews the origination and achievements of the second-order Cybernetics, including the
initiator H-von Foerster and his BCL(biological computer laboratory), main theories as well as the differences between
the second-order Cybernetics and its predecessor Cybernetics. The paper also describes its application to the agreement
through conversation and understanding, and the applications to management and economic systems. Finally the author
gives his investigation results and comments on the second-order Cybernetics.
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1 5|3 (Introduction)

NAER 2 RGP RS SOE s, Hits]
Y R e R LUK, B A R
WL A 2 AR TS B 0 B P8 1 18 R
FON AT I 4.

FIIWEIE I, ANERIN G, RERF & RS
AN RS, il DL e 1 5 I A T o

1) RGEA Hbx; 2) REwI Hbrfiz 3% 21
BRI 3) RGNS H AR ANELL 1 22 20470 F s
4) RGER A EBE.

N T IR R — A P RE IO R 4, R ST
R GRS BEAT 7 FAT I, A R 3 SL 20
A UL BEYE R AR R R R, D2 ALY, JF H.
LAFEERRAUEN.

XA B AR IR A — B g,
2 8 % 0 & R (Origination and

development of second-order Cybernetics)

TRKIERETARE 19494, H AR B B K

WA H 393: 2010—01—27; W& 2ok H 35: 2010—06—07.

WEFIR 2K -0 48 7Kk B EF(Heinz von Foerster) {145 H
O “CiZ—PLE T HATST 7 (The memory—An
investigation in quantum physics)fi 3 /s 15§ 13 ¢
B NP HERE 25 T 55 B R4 BE 127 BE(MIT) 2
W2 R 1% 58 (McCulloch) JF 75 24t 1 5. 241,
AR T A P (Macy) 3 & 2 SCRFI . F 30 iR
VEA R “ AR 2 RGP IR R KR Y R
AL e 2 ) B, A AR R TRE S I T
MR BRI IR Ly, MO8 BRI S 4 R
N. & AT 2 TR 2% 2K 25 NI I e D 25 1
5 8 R e R T 4R 23 30 SCEE RN A B g . A
ETEESURE LRI VG E SR S HE AN S L
6 W R K A (MMead) 1) — i 68K 5 e, 78 TG IE IR
Z5 bl ISl ot A rhE ) DL RIS IR T R R
{21187 (speaking about Cybernetics in a cyberneti-
cal way)MUs A “ ¥ HIR #1187 (Cybernetics of
Cybernetics)F 4 i & 5 bR &L

195 14 75 -4 7K 444 20 A1) 3 307 K 27 AT (B D
O Ji Al 5 21 36 18 ZE 5 %t B e 5r 7 AR WAk L
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SE 5 % (biological computer laboratory, BCL). SZ 4
AL AE 9205 (1957~ 1976)1H], 11y WF T X 52—
e, ML EmRAKREEL S RS
M FNBE 27, JF PR AR W 8 % M ) 2Pk ot
F AR KR AT H(Ross Ashby)Z b5 T
FSEH . Ml (R SR ) BRD CR
) BIRB M #, ki = 5 MARER M HEG

(HHARRGREL) (principles of the self-organizing
system)(l. AT N5 GR35 T — KHLBE TR,
P AL 5 AR AT I 52 [E] 4 ) 18 %2 2 (American so-
ciety for Cybernetics, ASC)% K« 52 [H I ¥ -4 % il
K57 B %S -57 B K Ul (Stuart Umpleby). 2 5 S5
IR Z e A K DR ) At e AT
11G-F 1 5e.(Gordon Pask), At i #% 0o T AF /& %F 15 B
& (conversation theory)®!, 1 F] () A= 42 5 H- 5 [ it
4l (Humberto Maturana) F14th ] & 15 & 24 F1 FRF- FLHY
$7(Francisco Varela)%, i A K EZAEA (B
2 F1IA 47 (autopoiesis and cognition)!®. 4k, 7
o (R AT B P 18 2 4 22 4 S - LR (Stafford Beer),
il 2 A B PR B A, A e e R T
AU AR R 7, ARMEZAEA (R

&) (platform for change)!".

K1 e ) 5 A SEEH-vonfi /K Y,
1911 - 2002
Fig. 1 Initiator of the second-order Cybernetics American

H-von Foerster, 1911 — 2002

20MHE 270 AR I A R BT RE A 5 B4R
w7 CEHNR NS SRERRR, R T —
“Hgy B2 P AR BB S R 2R — R B R L
i, — ISTBCLs k2 8 B AR AR by, XA SR
A2 R 32 AT R . 5 R BB UK
D1 B 6 [R5 18 2 o5 R AR 2R A 204 I () 1 — 2P 4fE5)
TIXT7 AT TUANZE IR ZR AR, 19924F 5k 11 9 [H
HIRZET] (Cybernetics & human knowing) (¥ il &
BHANFEWR): — D ZFristlie . B EEMIART S
2#(Cyber-Semiotics) [ 44, T4 &S A7 4 % (Brier).

20024F 7 IR 61 3 A3 AR R Ry A I S, S 8OKR
DR SRR BE A« I iie e E R
ek, WEh N O ORI B DA i 2 8L
3 KSR 28 S(Main concepts of

second-order Cybernetics )

1) R K o) 3N I B

A R TR T S B R 2 R IR AN
PR VU e K R i Bkl 4y S 114

— BRI B (194011 1 ~1974): 1527 BHI) 5E
B, TR, BETHERIRE MR, F b
MEFRELR, WSS LRI BepLds, 20 B4R 7 1
S, AR RS

BB N B (1974~1990H IH): WLEE A f (1,
RETEWMRGE ARG, MBS A IE R
T AN & AR AS B A s s, B N SR A B0 Son) B
R PR, EVE RS

#E 2 118 I Bt (social Cybernetics)(1990+1H-i&
A): WHFTEL S A 2 i B EEH], JBALE BBt

2) DAFEHIE B J7 AR L IFFER e,

15 A R U7 R TR A A b A R o 5 e i A
AR AR SRS O ) 28, o
ORI B 18 AR 28 06 2002% FEBEA 1 B0 K I ViE 5)).
oAy DR JI0G PR Ty e A 5 S — A 43 a1 1) ) R, X RE AR
e e N ] 2 e A O, O RS R ENR T,
B Bz AE—— B g il e, 208 N 8% RGILUEF
Fr(Bateson) FIKAE XS Wy K42 18 RGEAE 19734 P
(gt LG9, r 35 Sy b A W % 2 o) 44 £ 8 1 s sk,
vt TRRINAE R G2 Ah; N EIPEs it 4Eay . DUk
AR KRB AR g W 8~ A LI A s i 151
TR R EE - 1 S A A
W IR R R GEJm R WU - A8 2K B iy 44 O B4l
RS,

KA it

TFEIm

Bt

Hegh, DURRRR, OKEE

K2 ERAEHIE RGN RTINS RGNS LE
Fig. 2 Contrast between upper and lower cybernetical

systems
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3) RezE e 0 s s Y PR ) A £
A E AWM B A2 RGN, 2k
20K B 5 RGBT ORI, IGTERLIE A CX &

gi 7 RS,
FIPUR WA RS G T Fr P hle m —fr 260
(58 SCRCEL R 225, B 114160,

A1 —Hdsdlef ZMizdleeg 2 LA E L

Table 1 Definition and concept of first and second-order Cybernetics
e E —BryElie R pEle
AR R W B R PE S WLELH5 IH) R G i ilie
LT e R H 11 R H T
INCEED) WIERS EREEEN
RN RARA Y MEEHESHME RSN HY)
FPIR N FEES RS P FAL 28] F A M 2 i

X b2y R A AT IS R 2 R
25 oy PRGS04 R B . AR o] LU H:
S24T WO % R G FRobserved systems, 1A £ 1
F 40t fRobserving systems, 778 MWL EE4 1A 7,
B W88 e sl A ) B M R g B

MEEE 1), T Fr 4 He 22 WO etk REEH
ML i TEEH B AL M s A S IR
2 5 A0 ar, W ICvEBH IR B OO R S8 A 5.
T 265 34T [P AR e ph WL AT

SETIERE N e A — B
WHFIT I B R, B0 H R H B4 €
H) A2 AR SO 37 L)t n b 25 1) i A
i 2 4t (autonomous systems) & H T3 X H AR R
g8, MEFIAE RG22 W, in—A B 34268
77 0 B SR A, AR IR H R I g A H )
ff«“HE” TR G5 H R IE S B g
SR U BRI ST IR 2 A, R R B A B R
Giai o —EU, R BT AT RS
2z Rk, REEA RE R H A I B E 15 P (self-
referential). |9 ¥R 8% H ¢ 2 A& — B # il it Ao S
0,

SOAT BRAAR A — B A e I — Lol UM TV,
WA . B RGN 7F % R E AT LA
I B4 25 28 G0 i ok 28 [ 5, H 45 e 1)
B R 588 P RLAR 1] L U3 i 2 1A B 2 A A
S e, B R 2] H AR — 350 A R
BRI A S TR EE IR

AR, R B A S AR R TRE, 52 2 92 A
ST EE R AH GE 18 RN AR £ (W Heisenberg) AN i 72 1 JiR
BRI JE A, ¥ ML A1 €8 RN 3K A 1) 38 Y. 2]

Fethlie i 7, I HAA W5 XA ) A7 AE T
b2 i) 8 4o 12

4) IR

5 — B v I ok J0 TR SEALE (1) — e P 1 )
WA, B4 e 5L T AR E R R
o A2 G AT R A L BA RS N2 ey Al gt — A “5k
TE7 . BB E A2 O TR R I 3 A AR YR T
PR AR P2 B ARG G AR AR TR £
LIRS N VAR R ~ & 2 ST P NP E =25 Nl P % N
e

— e A o B A R R e T
Wy« S ” (HARIE R & 2 M, 2 M7 T 0
S, n] DA RE e B DU RE 1. B 4
8 22 IR B N — B AR A A I S AR
M (realism). F& T~ J 1t 1) H ¥ i (teleology) i 1] #4
2 I X (constructivism). (A SCAE & % @) 1 &
A AT A E A 1R, AH 6 Tt 5 1 28 g
e BN AN e, AMTZELLA AR
2200 N FERR A B RIS, B e A
AR AATTS S R 52 2 AT 1) 1 4
BN G, “SRAE” v LU G aR e 59, 2 a2
AR, 2T ARAEAT A 2 B (objects: tokens
for eigen behaviors) 1131 BT AATT S48, Sz
B B2 RN RS — N ARIEAT AN R, A

PREE I 45 K L 20 e rhr . B et AR IR 1 o
S, VNI X S A v S v SR A
MARGERMALE B O, U2 TICHME B
SEVFE — DROE RS, RUATEAT 4. WL (AL
BRIBHA TG T EEH A 5 Rkl R, —
SO R B e K T AR AR .
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5) P U T A

HARRFEICTI I, REE W A3 G
F B AT, AR AT oL m) e . Jo e it & VL.
R VIS TS 3N B S O S L DR S & o (AT DA
U5 T M 75 i 2 (order from noise principle). [ ZH 4R
F G ] 1 HOIRA 1 B 5 (U 7)) Jie 31 B v f 4 21
e ),

6) H%JH.

IR M AR I S AR FUE hr, A B E—
A H I Z G (autopoiesis) N R 4, Bl A A4~ H O
P—NHBEIERG, B HBRENELTIA
TA T ATAT 0 2B iy 2R S8 IR R Y 1% 2
AEH R R, X H RS — AN S B A ) 2
St —AMEERI RS, Bt A AR R
255 WU SAA, IS s O B A BAE F )
HOF A== A AT A M4 @ H—Aa3 ) b
(R SEAR SR SE P AN I 2%, iZSE R LR r= At 5 e
FITAE R LA B0 1S 5 0 B A3 S (6171,

A i 2R G0 AT AR T B 5 #4012 K 3 T 4l
FE TR AH AR P S 2 A4 2 1) (R AH B AE L i) A 4
AE % SR I H Bl 5 48 AR OC Ty e IR WL 52 A e 08 4k
HNFEMELE, a2 RE R SR SR DL e
Z AR AR

Ji GBI U AT PRI A ST F B 42 R 4E.

7) FEHR ) A AR I A A

B e s IR A B E e ke 2
Bz, 2 —p¥Eheny “mar” | Pl oz
SH RS 2 e 2R oty g g 2 — A0

P A IR I I B R N B A s
RY, XHE GRS W R R
ey SIS ) L e IR A U AR B 1
ORI T A B A S R G, BT R R X
I IRF ST AN S ATy Sl g 2 112,

DR A 30 J L4 R i 2 5 0 i T —Fh AR
W ERA R A, T AN E AR Bk 25 2% |
PIAIS M AL AT IS5 18 8 At 4 — >
(1] B 18 2 I — S 2 T T 523 1)

F PR DU RREAE R 7 B2 e X
i 2 fig b B A & R el 9 N i —
Y (dimension)— “ WL %23 A1 H% M 535 0] (1) H.83h 1
M7 Xt 20 = RS, REF I 84k
TG R R e AT 2 A R (causality) « 15 i (determini-
sm). K F(relationships). {4 (holism). ¥ (envi-
ronment). | 41 Z{(self-organization). /T [7](reflexi-

vity) 1 8¢ (observation) 16, XKL, #3118 4 fEM
b7 1 F KB BE IR AL G A2, DRI, A R
(R — B 3. X e B e IR R ) R
(R ” L SRR R A A T A K TR IR S

8) 1B

A6 B 27 (ethics) & 5% 1718 48 A RF 7. BEAR 2% W
e AAFAEI, AR WTRE A A0 B L8
P s, FEARRAE @ s T — O 527
“oon R SR — AN G — A B 7 07,
ANGE TR LML CHEXTT, CUERE T AR ECH(truth)
FEMIRIAL, T 2 X005 FRIAR A% AT (trust) 1OL, DRI, A E
) A TR, 0F B ) BEAR, RESR L YUR MR TP .
PR AL AT 2 N A AR, X 5 e
SCPIAS B . FTHDUANA].

4 ¥ 9 N (Application of second-
order Cybernetics )

1) A fae v YA AR A SRS T i b
OINAZER

Z i HIR IR RGN IS A S
TR T E AL WL ORI B IR AN TR], R G2 )
TR A RS 85 SR AN 1), AR, 20
F LR 81 PRk, YOk, R L,
BEAT N+ ZH A1) () 9 T8 0 1 5 ) PR 7 3, o 2
S NEPEEE AR, W I DU A 4
P, IR L 3K ST — PO A s e R 4% —34
MR WP A K B A E AL a3t
R AN 50, SO AR 2 1 R GRS B T
pi A Ak 214 S 5 | H YA R SR T A6 B 2
O S A B SRR AE R, XoF 15 R T DA ok
BARKTEA G Fr LA — A e &40 1
Vel QW T IRAEA I E R 2R B B A
SRR TR WS e B 260 B S
PR AR 30 A o B B g (1],

F 30y 5 S0 T IX 5 T BE ST O i B
w7 Bl — AN SR S AHESE, $i)
DURE () B R MR B3l an ] e 250 “ A fy
@, E IANET Ay R RE R AR 1 R B A/B)
J2E B, SRR B AT b T

X E B SLOg AT S B S E MRS, H
oha N AR T — AT 55— N AT B ARERE, DL &
HG el o R T [R] SR PR AR I AP R ) B
[T, T PR T B A i 20 R RIS N (), SR A

LA fiE 52 A0S 1l s D IR R B R BLIR A B



ERE

J3E s Rl SV 1057

122 Tal A I 2 N5 LA 22 [a) ey 164756 0, DL &
5 BRI 2% A 2 3] HE e S u B (FE v S L
B 2% 3 RG(CAL)F N ). JEA R N FHAE %
FEOVERYA YT 108,

2) EH RN

B A B % 1R L A B8 e Sl 2 W o | 1
BLIG. AL FEASRLIRE AT 52 A 1k, 7 AR I ik
HBELHG HE 2 AR ST, I 4 20 B Bl B 1) 43
T E AR X, BABATTE R
Fb R S F 4 6 G Hp (1) 3 A B S A 3 1D, B
ERRERE V). e T8 BEEHIE, RS )
A4 F T (viable system model, fij F#XVSM)A G /)
FLEE(the law of viability)'). J5& &, —NHIE
FIH R GE DI RE G N R S48 2 (R 3R 85, 0 A0 RE R
FEE O RE A RE R R B A5G, AR 2
JIFREgk SR .

WHEVSMFE 18, — DVSMIL ZUA5 34N ¥ 4y, 4
EI3 T 7~ FRBEH 2 AN T AR )« 45 3838 43 G T
T RE3, 4,5, “MILT RS2, 3)FE/EHRS 7 1(E
TE). A 2 AT A BB S A 45 1 Dy B (1] A
PR IE S B AE), v LA RIS B e A T
)7 HAAZR G 4208 T, Lt Ay o B
TR, CAVHE Z W LREF—M 1R, W
B3P, & B2 I D e R as A o S e 45,
DUR ORHE AN 2 2 DL IR 88 5 1 D7 iR R) A, A
FEN LT BAT S B 2 RN 2 PRI R 855 R
W ORFFRR E K. MBS BT RG22 =ML T
RGBT B EEEHAR, EATZ R
REME DR FF AL R N I I AR 1. B BT RGE3 AT )
WHRRE; T RGAUEE) AT AL IR BE, TT0
SLHMIINET 1 AR A LA Sl AR SR RN TR Aok
INEL AR 7 RGSHAT PR IHR RE, Jf 5 DTl
& N FEARBOER (SR, T OO A A5
oy BAE S, B PR Ay B R, DA fig ) PR A
2.

LT B e I VSMASE Y gt e — B oy T Al
ZH 280N L M 3 N BRI ) AR AT 4E R B R R I
R, e AP ORE MR IR D g A RS
Fo 3 T R L 45 AE K 8 4 20 0 20 4% TV SMIASE 7Ry
(1) LR A 2 2L B2 A5 FISAS T R4, i 1%
MR HAH A NB/INA AR S K 5 [
A AR AW, 2 W D RE R R CAT S UEH 12
W, ) T 2 23 R e R T T R T 2R,
DU 20 23 7 45 4 S 8 B 5 v b S A HH R . S

MR (20,217 Jse Bt [ pAy 3% 75 T 114 5 FH AT 50 e S

63 VSMAE 4120
Fig.3 VSM structure!2°]

3) VARG LRIV .

20MHLL90FEARAK LK, LB # B AT TR & uF
At R BB THOU RSB IR 20 il F) 35 A 1) 5
TR G, T L L T 4 BRRAE & AR AT O & o
P45 Ji R 4R B “ RIS " BE— “3)
BRGHFTE” MR L Y 3 A artificial
adaptive agent) B AR IR £ 5 R 48 P I O AU
RERY (A SCAE 5 Fi: agentB 624 “ 4K, 5 “4R
P BT W ws R S0, H 3 ARAT 2 1 SR O
RS )b ™ AR Ak o 04 Jm) 2 WA T A
TR 25 i A AR ) AR AL
ARG — “HIMERTORT . ERN AR G
PEEAF AN RE ) DAL RE T« HARIKBHE ) 4
BRI RE )+ B E B 8 ) R Y. e

B e W SR, B A A
A EEE MBER . SCIR[2210 0 3T F 2 filie
JEARL R B2 BT REARSU R R 47 AL
Fri ot ST L2 —, & i3 4 B 36 [ 2B 3E0E T
FI (santa fe institute) ) WBrain Arthurés:—ft 28552
A 23],

SCHRI241 72 H1 5% [ G855 22 46 h Sandia ] 375
6 RN, Rt — A IE T 1000 2 Tk 44
B AT b ARNY T AR A — AN BURF AR SET AR T
ARSI 25 44 10 R M4 B AL ASPEN. 2 4R 22 [R] (1)
FHEAE PR AE R ™ s 553 ) A a3 AN i 3 K 5
B HIC++Buildih 5 7EHL Egmfe SEBL T Bk 5
R ZAEI BT o A 4 U R B B B s
&5 R 20 AR HEWT BE AR W) & B8 ASPENTH
PR G N2 AN RAT AR I B A 2%
AL 1A D b= 22 20 AR AN AR AR AR A



1058 Bom o s N A

07 %

b R 78 R34 B A A 24N R TR A A
WV 2N ANE RN B s T Al A
BT 40 0% T BOR AV AL N i X
T3 THFIE ST, Qi SCHR[25 13 H — AN 38 ARt
oF [ [ ASMEC-C 22 Wi 28 R A

WMREKRESRFEWEREEN RS, B
R PN T30 3 32 A B A 1 g A RN A7 3 7 92, 4
GRS e R NN NS R IR R A IR e
HR[26]1%) Cropland LA K & 3 HUR £ 0 5 A 91, AR
FH S e (R AL B TSR0, ISR i Ty () JELAR,
AN T A0 JR R i A S RS
(R HEARBEY . FHSRAEAS R R BE T B AR K R 5
HORTE A AT 1 B

P DN IS VAR X N Bl = B/ R DI R S
DU B T fN A2 (g 5 27,

5 45 (Concluding remarks )

FLHIX AT I J SO R TR — s
e SRR, Eh A HRA R TR R B
KIHED . I filie 228 s iR A e L OB
X R AE 23 0 G BRI 9 rh O WL 4 11 A £, 3K
X TR IAE S 5T IO AR —AME A )
ANFE. AR T B4 e 1 A W A A A 2kt
SEIRIAS ) L A A e A

1) XF—Frs ZFrE sl Rl mvrie.

BT {5 gt 5 Tl 48 ol 18 2 2 I AN #1 [7] X R 0
CErdEdhg” B EEHNe R R A <
B filie ” HPEik. A AT TN A 5 R T gk gk
FURJE, KW A <7 w224
“Har” . 5 e WA e S AR 2
ME PG IE 4 & SO FE I “ AR At & R G0 A 36
R KR RBHLE” HES S g, Rk
5 V8 1) o L B A AT B R b [R5 B VR R
50 FI AR (1) 2 W0 25 ) 0 A, AR S A A 9 i
“priEdie T s

2) e A () AR FH A )

P 008 25 8 TR A I S — R 4 SC T
S5 BN A AE RO R Y ) 6 R
WARA W, Mo BENLAS 5 Mgtk # 51N A 3)
B RS, G TR 8 2 ks
b2 5 00 AP IS  pR i e .
A60E RS A I HIR &1, 85T
f#(Schade) i (FHZE . KINFCIZELTY) (—45),
19644E X &8 (phaefsfilie) gl it
By (=48).

B 1 2 ot o0 I e e o i BT T R R
1300 2 AR B 2 B P RO B U R
2 AR TR KR A A A N E | . BT
PO IR T “ERREEHNe T o CabiEEflie”
()57 8o 53, RPN R R AR — Le 4
SR N7 22 A N BRI R R gk 4 e K AR,
WFRAR A “HIR S o Mo 3 7 A

“EERERT e ISR . X
BRI22DE AR BEHEIN A “ B 45 183z 2 1 HE 3l 4
T RE DA AT DE KT, KT REGE-MWEH
AR AS ] b 1R 52 % 1 1R 5 R L AR T g
B AR, O SR 2 NG T IEMT
WF 7T B34 [A) — 2 1 B0 B R S T AR, ) PR A
T2 B erh” .

3) ARTERHIR A

e IR, TR B T 3 R
IR idn 7 . HAE B e 2 IR E ) K
[R1204F 1, JL 32 B RARTE ) KR FHUL R 2218, AL

CREN R 5 R 3 Al R AR <R
FHEE, 78] KB S m N, X R fidn ok
Wik “ozp (28,29,

4) NTEN FHEARE B RS OEAHE A

I N 3@ Y. 3 A2 52 AR P b (1) 2 W 28 5 )
RO IR AT 55, HG RIUASE #8340 378 o 338 — AN K1) 7K
BIFERFFT— AN K o) 8, i B, SR AR
EACA DL ANV 7 5. P DL RS
AT SHE RGNS, N TEN EHREARSE
AU AL G, WA E IR AT E RS
(VRIS TR —AN 8 7 1.

A, BHe W M EERE T R
Zg T ) AR SE B B OE RN F 2 52 R T AE A
i 50 . e T ) R T ) 4 O kO B
KN T N F AR BRI E 2% H &N RS0
G A B K, Ik 7ETohn Holland[®931) | Stuart
Kauffman®2 } Brain Arthur 23145 A [{) 38 5 LA J2 T
A« N A RTRWT ST g b, X s oA
2 s Em s E 51, XA K
). TEES S RHA S R 2% RSB AR
- H A ) A, TSR N 0 Y T AR A
B BIE N REHEATOHIA, Hiz AR EALT
R I BEAT O 5 RIS AR SR IRV 2 M
B, FRAEA H O e i e nn 22,
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